
Paper—Smart Device Usage Frequency and Usage Level for Learning English 

Smart Device Usage Frequency and Usage Level for 

Learning English 

https://doi.org/10.3991/ijet.v14i19.10003 

Areej Alsanosi 
Master’s TEFL student, Taibah University, KSA  

Abeer Aharbi 
TEFL Teacher, Almahad District, KSA 

Safaa Alhebaishi () 
Taibah University, Medina, KSA 
dr.safaa93@yahoo.com 

Abstract—This study investigates the frequency and level at which inter-

mediate school students use smart devices to learn English as a foreign lan-

guage. To achieve the study objective, a questionnaire with close-ended re-

sponses was developed and administered to a sample of 50 female students who 

owned smart devices and used them for learning English outside the classroom. 

An analysis of the collected data indicated that the usage level of smart devices 

among intermediate school students is high. The results revealed that the learn-

ing purposes with the highest usage frequency were "sending assignments to the 

teacher"," learning more about any topic", and "receiving feedback from teacher 

and colleagues". Whereas the purposes with the lowest usage frequency were 

"learning grammatical structures", "finding reading activities" and "improving 

the writing skill". The study recommends that education system and policy 

makers allow students to use their smart devices in English classes and encour-

age teachers to acquire the skills necessary for blending smart devices with tra-

ditional teaching methods. 

Keywords—Smart devices, Intermediate school, Learning English 

1 Introduction and Background 

The technological revolution is spreading into and dominating all aspects of life. 

The use of smart devices, particularly smart phones and tablets has become more 

widespread among young people than others. These devices are now considered es-

sential tools for playing games, taking photos, listening to music, watching movies, 

browsing the Internet and staying connected with others [15]. Smart devices have 

many attractive characteristics; thus, their usage encouraged among young people. 

Recent advancements in smart devices have resulted in changes in teaching and 

learning approaches. The rapid growth of smart devices, and wireless communication 
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networks, as well as the physical features of these devices and their high usage have 

provided educators with significant tools that drive an emerging trend in mobile learn-

ing [22]. The popularity of smart devices arises from the powerful capabilities they 

offer to users. For example, they are portable, handheld, have high memory and pro-

cessing capacities to carry out various procedures such as storing documents, upload-

ing and downloading files, taking pictures, recording videos, playing games, listening 

to music, browsing the Internet, and accessing shopping websites. In addition to mak-

ing calls, users can send and receive messages, access social networks, search for 

information, check the weather and utilize global positioning systems. Other features 

include video and audio recording, web browsers, multimedia apps, clocks, cameras, 

calculators, Bluetooth, games, and chatting and communication apps (Skype, Viber, 

Telegram, and WhatsApp) [43]. 

Incorporating smart devices in education can positively impact the learning process 

and result in new student-centered pedagogies. Using smart devices in schools has 

many advantages over traditional teaching and learning. Such advantages result from 

the distinctive features of smart devices such as their ubiquity, usability, flexibility, 

accessibility, and connectivity [8].  

Smart devices offer various benefits to both students and teachers. Experts believe 

that the use of smart phones in the classroom provides students with the opportunity 

to develop critical thinking skills, collaborate with peers and receive immediate feed-

back [21], [10], [41], [20]. Mobile devices have various benefits for education. They 

enable learners to take part in interactive assignments such as classroom polls, they 

can help students complete blog posts or podcasting assignments, and they can be 

used as notepads or as alarms for setting study reminders [1]. Smart phones may also 

give teachers the ability to access more authentic materials to assist the development 

and delivery of lessons and give them a chance to provide students with additional 

resources for relevant topics. Smart phones bring a large number of real learning pos-

sibilities that are convenient and compatible with mobile lifestyles [26]. It is claimed 

that smart devices can help teaching and learning styles and enable personalized, 

situated and authentic learning. Authentic learning refers to learning in the context of 

real-world problems that are related to the students' lives [36]. There are also many 

benefits for students who use smart phones in learning: 

• Smart phones provide them with flexibility, so they are able to learn anytime and 

anywhere 

• Smart phones provide learners with many features including the ability to access 

information, record data, and create podcasts [12]. 

Learners can use smart mobile devices to access digital libraries, find quizzes, par-

ticipate in lessons and tutorials, receive lectures, and participate in virtual learning 

communities [18]. Smart phones are interesting tools that can make education acces-

sible to rural children in places and times better than attending public schools. A 26-

week study was conducted to show the extent to which children will make use of 

smart devices like iPads for educational benefits. The study resulted in a high level of 

academic learning and motivation [27].  
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Currently, smart devices are used to teach and learn foreign languages. This in-

cludes various applications that help users increase their language proficiency, im-

prove various language skills, and make learning more enjoyable [13]. App stores for 

smart device like Apple’s App Store and Google Play now offer users countless apps 

for free or at nominal cost. Language learners use their smart phones to enhance for-

mal/informal language learning. Smart devices enable students to access information 

and collect, store, share and organize data. They can easily conduct research, access 

learning materials, and interact with people outside the classroom when they are con-

nected via Wi-Fi.  

Reviewing the literature of using smart devices in learning English revealed that 

they are effective tools. For example, [25] conducted a study that aimed at evaluating 

the use of smart devices for classroom learning. The participants were divided into 

three groups of learners: 

• Using cell phones to text messages 

• Using computer to send e-mails 

• Speaking 

The findings showed that smart phones represent a language learning resource wor-

thy of further investigation. [38] provided an example in which learners were required 

to watch video lessons about English idioms on their smart phones during class. They 

were then asked to complete short multiple choices activities about the idioms they 

learned. The study found that learners’ success in this task was mainly the effect of 

this modern media, which motivates frequent practice and studying. The smart fea-

tures of mobile devices enable communicative language practice for learning a second 

language, as well as allowing access to authentic content and task accomplishment 

[14]. The results of a conducted study demonstrated that using a puzzle application 

game enhanced learning vocabulary and reading skills and that most learners showed 

positive feedback toward the application [40]. Another study on the use of text mes-

sages through smart phones for different educational purposes found that the technol-

ogy turns learners from passive to active learners [43]. Moreover, it was found that e-

dictionary apps can expand participants’ vocabularies, thus improving their reading 

and writing skills [42]. The findings of examining the effect of employing multimedia 

messages service (MMS) via mobile phones in learning English vocabulary indicated 

that the participants that received MMS acquired more vocabulary than those who 

used paper and web-based tools [32]. The study carried out by [17] proved that mobile 

devices had a significant effect on EFL students’ vocabulary retention. [31] found that 

using mobile phones in language learning is a promising trend for teaching and learn-

ing foreign languages. Listening, speaking, reading and culture are considered to be 

the main language skills that can be enhanced and taught by integrating mobile tech-

nology. The results of [2] study revealed that tablet devices provided learners with 

opportunities to use the foreign language in context encouraged collaborative interac-

tions and facilitated teachers’ support as well as interactions with teachers and peers. 

A study carried by out by [12] to determine the effect of using an interactive mobile 

application in improving some language skills indicated higher statistical significant 
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improvements for the students. Mobile applications are useful and enjoyable educa-

tional tools for teaching English.  

Some experts have found that smart phones may distract learners; students may 

spend time texting, surfing websites, or chatting online with their friends, rather than 

paying attention to the teacher. In addition to students using their mobile devices for 

other tasks, the instructor may be distracted by a student’s actions. This causes prob-

lems for classroom management in general [39]. The most serious concerns related to 

the use of mobile phones in education are distracted students, cheating, low quality of 

Internet services, health concerns, privacy in the classroom, and technical problems 

[4]. It is argued that an over-dependence on mobile devices may prevent students 

from activating cognitive abilities like brainstorming and recalling that are essential 

for creativity. Likewise, smart devices can cause health problems such as headaches, 

insomnia and stress [30]. Among the disadvantages of using smart devices in class-

rooms such as problems of visibility due to small screens, high level of dependency, 

connectivity failure, and the extensive use of devices for non-academic purposes [23]. 

Furthermore, the immoderate use of mobile phones interferes with other daily life 

activities, converts the rules of social relationships, leads to high expenses resulting 

from an increase in the number of calls and messages, and affects users’ health and 

well-being [15]. It is also argued that the slow adoption of smart devices in education 

is attributed to some challenges like limited computation power, limited memory 

capacity, short battery life, reduced input capabilities, unfriendly interfaces, and com-

plex input methods [35].  

In summary, smart phones and their applications play a great role in facilitating 

learning English. Literature on the uses of smart devices in learning English shows 

that these devices can increase learners' motivations for learning English in interesting 

and exciting ways. Accordingly, this study aims to provide an overview of intermedi-

ate school students’usage frequency and usage level of smart devices in order to fulfill 

different purposes of learning English as a foreign language.  

2 Research Question 

What are the smart device usage frequency and usage level among intermediate 

school students for learning English?  

3 Statement of the Problem 

Smart devices have dominated our lives since the outset of the new millennium. 

They are extensively possessed and used as tools for communication, information 

exchange, entertainment, and social interaction. With the growth of the smart devices 

industry, the number of smart phone users reached five billion worldwide by the end 

of 2017[33]. Smart devices have influenced lifestyles, traditions, culture, and educa-

tion. Smart phones have a significant influence upon all aspects of education. They 

can be considered fantastic tools for many different educational purposes like data 

collection, summarizing, referencing, communication and leisure. Smart devices also 
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facilitate the acquisition of essential skills such as problem solving, oral communica-

tion, writing abilities, critical thinking, global awareness and self–autonomy [11].  

While smart devices provide enormously increase capabilities, the adoption of such 

devices in education is limited and is still considered an emerging trend [37], [23]. In 

Saudi Arabia, the integration of smart devices in formal education is very limited and 

it is only exclusive for higher education, although Saudi Arabia is ranked third in the 

world for smart device usage, with 72.8 percent of population using smart mobile 

devices [7]. Smart devices have not been officially adopted in schools due to the Sau-

di public educational system that prevents students from primary to secondary school 

from bringing their smart devices to school. Smart device usage is prohibited in 

schools in order to protect children and teenagers from harmful side effects such as 

health risks, distraction, dangerous content, and overdependence. The adoption is 

limited to unofficial usages outside the classroom, which depends largely on students ’ 

willingness to use and benefit from such devices in order to enhance formal and in-

formal learning. 

Reviewing the current literature, few studies have investigated the use of smart de-

vices in Saudi higher education. The results of such studies have revealed positive 

attitudes, effective impacts on enhancing teaching and learning English, and meaning-

ful opportunities for collaboration and interaction with teachers and colleagues [3], 

[4], [30], [2]. According to the researchers’ knowledge, no study has been conducted 

to explore smart device usage among intermediate school students. Hence, this study 

aims to investigate the adoption of smart devices for language learning outside the 

classroom. 

4 Significance of the Study 

This paper is significant with respect to the following aspects. It seeks to increase 

learners' awareness about the benefits of using smart devices in learning English and 

help enhance learners' communication inside classrooms. It is expected that this paper 

will contribute to help EFL teachers develop new teaching methods and design a vari-

ety of creative activities by using applications related to English learning. Moreover, 

the findings of the study can help curriculum coordinators include the use of smart 

devices as a main part of any lesson which is expected to add a wide variety of topics 

and skills and give English courses more flexibility and entertainment. 

5 Delimitation of the Study 

The study is delimitated to investigating smart device usage frequency and usage 

level in learning English. It focuses only on female EFL learners at the intermediate 

level in Alaqeeq Private School, Almadinah city, KSA. 
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6 Research Methodology 

6.1 Sample 

The study sample consisted of 50 intermediate school female Saudi students at Al-

Aqeeq Private School in Almadinah, KSA. The participants were studying at the third 

level of the intermediate school, and their ages ranged from 14 to 16. The researchers 

selected participants who reported that they possessed smart devices (smart phones or 

tablets) and that they used them for educational purposes outside the classroom. Pri-

vate school students were selected in particular because smart device ownership is 

widespread among private school teens due to the high incomes of their families. 

6.2 Instruments 

The instrument used to collect data for this study was a questionnaire developed by 

the researchers. The questionnaire consisted of 20 close-ended items that were rated 

using a 5-point Likert scale ranging from always to never. The questionnaire validity 

was examined by a jury of specialists in the field of teaching English as a sec-

ond/foreign language and necessary modifications were made in response to their 

examination. To calculate the questionnaire’s reliability, the researchers implemented 

the Cronbach’s Alpha method. The value of Cronbach’s Alpha was .867, indicating 

that the questionnaire is highly stable (see Table 1). 

Table 1.  Reliability Statistics  

Cronbach's Alpha No. of Items 

.867 20 

6.3 Procedures 

To fulfill the research objective, the questionnaire was implemented among EFL 

female intermediate stage students in Al-Aqeeq private school who reported that they 

owned and used smart devices outside the classroom to learn English. The question-

naire was distributed and the collected data were analyzed statistically using SPSS 

(version 20). Descriptive statistics such as frequencies, means, and standard devia-

tions were obtained to present the participants’ usage frequency and the usage level of 

smart devices for learning English. Because a five-point Likert scale was used, the 

mean score was divided into five levels to enable interpretation of the usage frequency 

according to the mean score (see Table 2). 
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Table 2.  Interpretation of Usage Frequency 

Mean Score Interpretation of Usage Frequency 

4.21-5.00 Always 

3.41-4.20 Usually 

2.61-3.40 Sometimes 

1.81-2.60 Rarely 

1.00-1.80 Never 

 

Furthermore, the mean score was divided into three grades in order to explain the 

significance of smart devices usage levels (see Table 3). 

Table 3.  Significance of usage Level 

Mean Score Significance 

1.00-2.97 Low 

2.98-3.98 Moderate 

3.99-5 High 

7 Results and Discussion 

To answer the study’s main question, "What are the smart device usage frequency 

and usage level among intermediate school students for learning English?, descriptive 

statistics such as frequencies, percentage, mean, and standard deviation for each 

statement were calculated and are illustrated in Table (3). The results reached the 

general mean of all statements (4.0860) with a standard deviation (.32406), which 

explains that the participants’ usage frequency of smart devices is "usually" when 

learning English as a foreign language. Regarding the smart device usage level, the 

general obtained results showed high usage level among the participants.  

Table 4.  Descriptive Statistics 

No. 
The  

Statement 
N 

Al-

ways 

Usu-

ally 
Sometimes Rarely Never Mean SD Rank 

Frequen-

cy 
Level 

Using smart devices helps me 

st1 

Pronounce 

English 
vocabulary 

accurately. 

50 
14 

28% 
18 

36% 
15 

30% 
3 

6% 
0 

0% 
3.8600 .90373 13 Usually M 

st2 

 Remember 

the words I 
learned in 

class. 

50 
29 

58% 
7 

14% 
10 

20% 
3 

6% 
1 

2% 
4.2000 

1.0879
7 

8 Usually H 

st3 

Determine 

the correct 
spelling of 

English 

vocabulary. 

50 
31 

62% 

7 

14% 

8 

16% 

1 

2% 

3 

6% 
4.2400 

1.1703

8 
6 Always H 

st4 
Use e-
dictionaries 

or apps to 

50 
27 

54% 

8 

16% 

6 

12% 

4 

8% 

5 

% 
3.9600 

1.3844

6 
11 Usually M 
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No. 
The  

Statement 
N 

Al-

ways 

Usu-

ally 
Sometimes Rarely Never Mean SD Rank 

Frequen-

cy 
Level 

find out the 

meaning of 
vocabulary. 

st5 

 Learn 

grammatical 

structures. 

50 
15 

30% 
5 

10% 
10 

20% 
12 

24% 
8 

16% 
3.1400 

1.4847
5 

16 
Some-
times 

M 

st6 
Practice the 
listening 

skill. 

50 
26 

52% 

10 

20% 

5 

10% 

6 

12% 

3 

6% 
4.0000 

1.2936

3 
10 Usually H 

st7 

Develop my 

speaking 
skill. 

50 
25 

50% 

16 

32% 

5 

10% 

16 

32% 

25 

50% 
4.2200 .99571 7 Always H 

st8 

Find interest-

ing reading 
activities 

50 
19 

38% 

11 

22% 

11 

22% 

4 

8% 

5 

10% 
3.7000 

1.3286

5 
15 Usually M 

st9 
Improve my 

writing skill. 
50 

24 

48% 

8 

16% 

8 

16% 

5 

10% 

5 

10% 
3.8200 

1.3951

8 
14 Usually M 

st1
0 

Communi-

cate with 
native Eng-

lish speakers. 

50 
29 

58% 
8 

16% 
5 

10% 
5 

10% 
3 

6% 
4.1000 

1.2817
4 

9 Usually H 

st1

1 

Look for 

extra learn-
ing activities. 

50 
27 

54% 

8 

16% 

6 

12% 

2 

4% 

7 

14% 
3.9200 

1.4546

2 
12 Usually M 

st1
2 

Learn more 

about any 

topic. 

50 
34 

68% 
9 

18% 
5 

10% 
2 

4% 
0 

0% 
4.5000 .83910 2 Always H 

st1
3 

Make learn-
ing more fun  

50 
34 

68% 
4 

14% 
4 

8% 
2 

4% 
3 

6% 
4.3400 

1.1712
5 

5 Always H 

st1

4 

Find interest-

ing English 

language 
games. 

50 
29 

58% 

7 

14% 

0 

0% 

9 

18% 

5 

10% 
4.1000 

1.2975

6 
9 Usually H 

st1
5 

Learn infor-

mal English  

 

50 
22 

44% 
15 

30% 
7 

14% 
3 

6% 
3 

6% 
4.0000 

1.1780
3 

10 
 
Usually 

 
H 

st1
6 

Download 
different 

applications 

for practic-
ing English. 

50 
30 

60% 
8 

16% 
6 

12% 
4 

8% 
2 

4% 
4.2000 

1.1780
3 

8 
 

Usually H 

st1
7 

Share 

knowledge 

and ideas 
with my 

classmates. 

 

50 
24 

48% 
11 

22% 
7 

14% 
7 

14% 
1 

2% 
4.0000 

1.1780
3 

10 Usually H 

st1

8 

 Send as-
signments to 

my teacher . 

50 
38 

76% 

5 

10% 

4 

8% 

2 

4% 

1 

2% 
4.5400 .95212 1 Always H 

st1
9 

Receive 

feedback 
from my 

teacher and 

50 
33 

66% 
9 

18% 
7 

14% 
1 

2% 
0 

0% 
4.4800 .81416 3 Always H 
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No. 
The  

Statement 
N 

Al-

ways 

Usu-

ally 
Sometimes Rarely Never Mean SD Rank 

Frequen-

cy 
Level 

colleagues. 

st2
0 

Design 

presentations 
or concept 

maps. 

50 
36 

72% 
5 

10% 
3 

6% 
5 

10% 
1 

2% 
4.4000 

1.1065
7 

4 Always H 

Valid N (list-

wise) 
50      4.0860 .32406  Usually High 

 

As illustrated in Table (3), the statements were ranked in a descending order ac-

cording to the mean score. It is noticeable that the item with the highest usage fre-

quency according to the mean score is using smart devices helps me send assignments 

to my teacher (M 4.54, SD .95212.), revealing that the respondents agreed that they 

always used smart devices to send assignments. This level of usage is high. The ma-

jority of students prefer to send assignments to their teachers using smart devices 

because they present them with flexibility in time and place. They can also check and 

look for information. This finding is in accordance with [12] in terms of the flexibility 

to learn any time and place, getting access to information, and recording data.  

The second highest usage frequency item in rank was using smart devices helps me 

learn more about any topic (M 4.50, SD.83910), indicating that the respondents 

agreed that they always use smart devices to learn or to look for information about 

any topic. This level of usage is high among students. The majority of students always 

use smart devices to search for information or to gain more knowledge about topics or 

the lesson they are studying. This finding is quite consistent with the findings of [27]. 

The third item according to usage frequency is using smart devices helps me re-

ceive feedback from my teachers and colleagues (M 4.48, SD.81416). This shows that 

students agreed that they can always easily get feedback from their teachers and col-

leagues if they use smart devices because they know that most teachers use smart 

devices to stay contacted with their students and provide them with immediate evalua-

tions of their assignments. As a result, students are able to receive more direct and 

reliable evaluations. The usage level of this item is high. This finding corresponds 

with the findings of [26] in terms of the advantages of smart devices in providing 

users with quick or immediate feedback to users.  

The item that obtained the fourth usage frequency rank is using smart devices helps 

me design a presentations or concept maps (M 4.40, SD 1.10657). The majority of 

students always use smart devices to fulfill their courser requirements, which may 

entail preparing presentations or concept maps. Smart devices enabled them to gather 

information about their presentations or search for appropriate designs. They are a real 

assistance for them with their assignments. The level of this usage is high. These 

findings correspond with [29], who indicated that mobile concept mapping approach-

es provided a more effective learning tool to reform and present vocabulary. 

The fifth item in the rank according to usage frequency is using smart devices helps 

me make learning more fun (M 4.34, SD 1.17125). Respondents agreed that they al-

ways spend interesting learning time when they use smart devices because they add 

fun and pleasure to the learning process. The level of usage for this item is high.  

iJET ‒ Vol. 14, No. 19, 2019 57



Paper—Smart Device Usage Frequency and Usage Level for Learning English 

The sixth item in usage frequency rank is using smart devices helps me determine 

the correct spelling of English vocabulary (M 4.24, SD 1.17038). The respondents 

agreed that they always use smart devices to get a direct correction in spelling because 

there are numerous programs and apps that assist students in enhancing their vocabu-

lary learning and instruct them how to write correctly. The usage level of this item is 

high. As mentioned in [24] study, students represent an effective development in 

collaborative writing when they use WhatsApp for the purpose of improving writing.  

The item that got the seventh usage frequency is using smart devices helps me de-

velop my speaking skill (M 4.22, SD .99571). The respondents agreed that they always 

use smart devices to develop their speaking skill. The usage level of this item is high. 

The participants preferred to use smart devices apps to speak and contact with native 

speakers. According to [6], technology provides different tools to help second lan-

guage learners outside traditional classroom methods; one of which is using smart 

phones to develop learners’ oral skills.  

The statements (2-16) came in 8th according to usage frequency. The items are us-

ing smart devices helps me remember the words I learned in class and using smart 

devices helps me download different applications for practicing English. The mean of 

both statements is (4.20). The respondents agreed that they usually use smart devices 

to learn vocabulary and that they can use different applications to practice foreign 

language. The usage level of both items is high. Both statements indicated that stu-

dents prefer to learn and practice English language while utilizing smart devices be-

cause mart devices are more patient than teachers. Students can practice as much as 

they need. Also, the features in smart devices offer information related to worlds that 

have become stuck in students' minds after watching or hearing many details about 

such words. [9] maintain that using iPads in education encourages lifelong learning 

among second language learners. It is obvious that learning through iPads or tablets 

has a positive effect on the process of learning another language. 

The 9th rank in usage frequency is for two statements (10 - 14). The items are us-

ing smart devices helps me communicate with native English speakers and using 

smart devices helps me find interesting English language games. The mean is (4.10) 

for both statements. This result shows that the respondents agreed that they usually 

use smart devices to communicate and interact with native speakers and to play lan-

guage learning games. The mean score indicates a high usage level among students.  

The statements (6 – 15 – 17) came in 10th place according to usage frequency rank. 

The items are using smart devices helps me practice the listening skill, using smart 

devices helps me learn informal English and using smart devices helps me share 

knowledge and ideas with my classmates. The mean of the three items is (4.00). The 

participants agreed that they usually use smart devices for several purposes such as 

practicing oral skills, learning informal English, and sharing ideas with their col-

leagues. The mean score of the three indicates a high usage level among students. 

The 11th usage frequency rank is for the item using smart devices helps me use e-

dictionaries or Apps to determine the meaning of English vocabulary (M 3.96, SD 

1.38446). The respondents agreed that they usually use smart devices to find the 

meaning of new vocabulary through electronic dictionaries or translation apps. The 

usage level among students is moderate. 
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The item using smart devices helps me search for extra learning activities (M 3.92, 

SD 1.45462) had the 12th usage frequency rank. The majority of students found that 

smart devices provided them with additional useful learning activities that may en-

hance their learning and improve their performance. The usage level among students 

is moderate. [28] stated that active learning would be possible for students if they use 

smart phones because they provide them with different possible activities that support 

student-cantered learning.  

The 13th usage frequency rank is for the item using smart devices helps me pro-

nounce English vocabulary accurately (M 3.86, SD.90373). The respondents agreed 

that they usually use smart devices to listen to and practice accurate pronunciation of 

vocabulary. This is due to the existence of advanced apps and websites that enable 

students to correct their pronunciation and practice as much as they can. The usage 

level among students is moderate. 

The 14th item in the usage frequency rank is using smart devices helps me improve 

my writing skill (M 3.82, SD 1.39518). The participants agreed that they usually use 

smart devices to enhance and improve their writing abilities as they can search for 

writing activities for different learning styles and find error-correction tools. Students 

can also share their writings with colleagues and receive comments, assistance or 

feedback. They can check their writing accuracy through available apps. 

The statement that was ranked 15th in usage frequency rank is using smart devices 

helps me find interesting reading activities (M 3.70, SD 1.32865). The participants 

usually practice reading and their usage level is moderate. They can access websites 

to read, search for reading comprehension activities, and use applications that offer 

help and guidance in enhancing reading skills. This finding is aligned with that of [19] 

who investigated the effect of using mobile technology in reading classroom by using 

various mobile features and applications. The results indicated that mobile technology 

slightly helped improve students’ reading performance.  

The 16th usage frequency rank is for the item using smart devices helps me learn 

grammatical structures (M 3.14, SD 1.48475). The respondents sometimes use smart 

devices to learn grammar and their usage level is moderate. Smart devices help stu-

dents find elaborate and detailed explanation of grammatical structures. They can 

practice until they comprehend or master the structure and then access quizzes to 

evaluate their understanding. 

8 Conclusion 

The massive increase in the possession and use of smart devices among students of 

different ages and various social backgrounds has opened the door for marvelous 

opportunities in foreign language learning. Because of smart devices’ size, features, 

and capabilities, students have integrated these into their learning processes. Hence, 

this study intended to investigate smart device usage frequency and level among stu-

dents in intermediate school for learning English. Through analyzing the data collect-

ed from a questionnaire, this study found that the usage level of smart devices among 

students is high. Intermediate school students have usually used smart devices outside 
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the classroom to facilitate language learning. The results of this study indicated that 

the highest usage frequency of smart devices was for connectivity, research, arranging 

presentations, and adding fun to the learning process. Smart devices make students 

feel more comfortable because they have the capacity to connect students and teachers 

and create more flexible learning environment. Students can submit assignments and 

receive feedback anytime and anywhere. Students also use such devices for research 

purpose in order to gain more knowledge about various topics. In addition, students 

used these devices to search for countless learning materials, activities, and applica-

tions related to their lessons. For students, smart devices are beneficial for preparing 

assignments like presentations, concept maps, and work sheets. They also add fun and 

enjoyment to the learning process. 

The results also indicated that the skills that were most frequently used with smart 

devices were respectively vocabulary, listening and speaking. On the other hand, the 

skills that obtained the least usage frequency for smart devices were grammar, read-

ing, and writing. This finding is very significant because it reflects students’ aware-

ness that aural skills (listening and speaking) are vital for developing fluency and 

fostering the use of English for communication. According to the participants, using 

smart devices is effective for enhancing listening and speaking skills. Smart devices 

create relevant and real learning environment because they provide students with a 

variety of installed apps, authentic materials, podcast tools, and interactive activities. 

Using smart devices, students can interact and communicate with native English 

speakers. Smart devices provide learners with comprehensible input and offer oppor-

tunities to negotiate meaning through interaction with real people. This contrasts 

learning aural skills in language classrooms which are unrealistic communication 

environment. In language classroom, students can neither listen to authentic language 

nor communicate with native speakers. They can only listen to recorded speeches with 

CD players which are more formal and unauthentic. They can only practice speaking 

through interacting with their teacher and classmates who are non-native speakers. 

The results of the current study revealed that the high usage level of smart devices 

among students for learning English is elated to students ’ awareness and familiarity 

with the enormous capabilities and incredible opportunities that smart devices provide 

for language learning. This is in aligned with the results of previous studies [5], [12], 

[1], [2], [31], [30], [34], [16], [3], [4]. This study recommends that education policy 

makers design effortless and attractive language learning applications that are appro-

priate to students’ needs. They should offer training courses to equip teachers with the 

necessary skills to help students use smart devices in learning. Language teachers 

should realize that preventing smart devices in schools does not imply discouraging or 

ignoring integrating such devices in learning. On the contrary, teachers should guide 

students to benefit from smart devices in enhancing their formal and informal learn-

ing. They can direct students to install useful applications and to access advantageous 

learning material and activities outside of class time. 
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